
February 28, 2021   -  Second Sunday of Lent 

Salem/Shalom Lutheran, Indianapolis, Indiana  

 

PRELUDE:  Jesus Call Us; o’er the Tumult   ELW 696  

Pastor James M. Capers  

PUBLIC DOMAIN                                                                                           
Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895 
Music: William H. Jude, 1851-1922 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                      

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 

strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 
in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 



 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

  

KYRIE   ELW 151 

LeeAra Watson and Pastor James M. Capers 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
  

Music: Dinah Reindorf, b. c. 1927 

Music © 1987 Dinah Reindorf, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  Let us pray. 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an 
instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant 
us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer 
shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 



THE LESSON   Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 

A reading from Genesis. 

 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, 

and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be 

blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will 

make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and 

God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be 

the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be 

Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the 

ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; 

and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will 

establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after 

you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be 

God to you and to your offspring after you.” 

 

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 

Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will 

give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to 

nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

 

This ends the reading.  

 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and 
merciful.  Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 
and abounding in steadfast love. 

                    



 

 

THE GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 8:31-38 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the eighth chapter. 

 

[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 

great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, 

and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.He 

said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 

rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 

Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 

your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any 

want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 

and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want 

to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For 

what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 

their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their 

life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man 

will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 

Father with the holy angels.” 

 

This ends the reading of the Gospel. 
 

SONG:  How Great Thou Art      ELW 856 

LeeAra Watson and Pastor James M. Capers  

Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989 

Music: Swedish folk tune; adapt. Stuart K. Hine 

Text and music © 1953, ren. 1981 S. K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc. 

Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-720814.  All rights reserved. 



 

SERMON     Pastor James M. Capers 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

 Responses after each petition: 
  

Hear us, O God.   

Your mercy is great. 

 

P  We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

PREPARATION FOR COMMUNION 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

LAMB OF GOD  

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world  

Have mercy on us  

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world  

Have mercy on us  

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world  

Grant us peace  



HOLY COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

A     Go in peace, serve the Lord, and honk your horns.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PRELUDE:  Thankful Hearts   ELW 205  

Pastor James M. Capers  

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers, b. 1948 

Text © 1978, 1995 and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress 
  

Thankful hearts and voices raise,  

Tell everyone what God has one  

Let all seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name  

He restores his promises  

And leads his people forth in joy  

With shouts of thanksgiving  

A-men, A-men.  

 


